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February 2023

Dear Families,

We welcome February and the possibility of  beautiful winter weather as it invites us to get outside and
enjoy the snow. We are asking families to please ensure students are dressed for the weather in the
coming days. We are expecting severely cold temperatures at the end of the week. Students will need
all their winter gear to ensure they are safe and warm. February is African Heritage Month! This year's
theme is Seas of Struggle – African Peoples from Shore to Shore. Classes will be learning , recognizing,
and celebrating African Heritage Month in a variety of ways. Students in Grade 6 Ryan are preparing an
interactive bulletin board with daily questions for our students. Our Home and School Association has
a Bingo Night planned for Thursday, February 9th and February is also Registration Month; you will see
information included in the newsletter.

Sincerely,

Ms. Gourlay and Ms. Dunn

Dates to Remember:
● February 9- Bingo Night 6-7:30pm
● February 12-HSA Meeting: School Library @ 7 pm
● February 20-Heritage Day-No School
● February 22-SAC Meeting: School Library @ 3:30 pm
● March 13-17-March Break
● March 20-Assessment and Evaluation Day (No School For students)
● March 30-PD Day & Parent-Teacher Interviews (No School for Students)
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Celebrate African Heritage Month

February is African Heritage Month! This year's theme, Seas of Struggle – African Peoples from
Shore to Shore, recognizes the resiliency, strength, and determination of people of African
descent from the shores of Africa to the shores of Nova Scotia – with the Atlantic Ocean being
the everlasting connection. Learn more here.

Looking for ways to recognize and celebrate African Heritage Month?
● Attend events happening throughout the month at your local Halifax Public Library.
● While youʼre at the library, borrow books that will inspire the whole family to learn

more about African heritage.
● Visit local heritage sites, such as the Black Cultural Centre, the Africville Museum, and

the Black Loyalist Heritage Centre.

February is Registration Month

Effective February 1, 2023, we will be accepting registrations for the 2023-2024 school year
through our new online portal, PowerSchool Enrollment.!
Tip: Before you begin, make sure you have the following documents in electronic form (image,
PDF or Word document):

● Proof of identity/age with one of the following: birth certificate, passport, immigration
papers, or legal adoption papers) if you are new to the HRCE;

● Proof of home address (a recently dated official government or utility document with
your current address that includes your name and date, such as water bill, power bill,
internet bill, home fuel bill, a tax receipt, property assessment or a mortgage contract);
and

● Nova Scotia Health Card or Canadian Province Health Card or, for non-citizens while in
Canada, proof of Medical Insurance Information.

Visit the HRCE website for more information and to enroll your child today!

Donʼt have a child to register? Maybe you know someone who does! Please help us spread the
word and pass this information on to friends, neighbours or relatives who will be looking to
register for the fall.
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https://ansa.novascotia.ca/african-heritage-month
https://halifax.bibliocommons.com/v2/events?_gl=1*1r6i7ji*_ga*MTk1MTcyOTYyMS4xNjY4MDEwMjU5*_ga_G99DMMNG39*MTY3MzU1NDg0OC4xMy4xLjE2NzM1NTQ4NzMuMC4wLjA.&_ga=2.146884983.150371655.1673543602-1951729621.1668010259&programs=5a04dbb744fbe2b302332d99&utm_source=Nav+Menu&utm_medium=All+Events&utm_campaign=African+Heritage+Month
https://www.halifaxpubliclibraries.ca/explore/?post-type=staff-list&programs=african-heritage-culture%2Cafrican-heritage-month&tag=staff-lists
https://bccns.com/visit-us/
https://africvillemuseum.org/
https://blackloyalist.novascotia.ca/
https://www.hrce.ca/registration


February 20 is Heritage Day

This yearʼs Heritage Day honours Elder Rita (Bernard) Joe, a member of the Weʼkoqmaʼq
Miʼkmaq Community and published author, who was instrumental in paving the way for other
Miʼkmaq authors. Her greatest wish was to see more writings come from her people and “that
the children would read it.” Learn more here.
Reminder that there are no classes on Monday, February 20 in honour of Heritage Day.

Lunch Monitors

We are reaching out in search of lunch monitors. If you have or are willing to have a criminal
record check/vulnerable sector and child abuse registry done and are able to help, please
phone 902-464-2048 and we can begin the process. Even if you are only available certain days
of the week your time is appreciated. Thank you!

Home and School Association (HSA)

Home and School Association is a volunteer, non-profit organization of parents and school
staff. Membership is free and open to any interested parent/guardian or staff member. The
HSA meets monthly.  All are welcome! Please contact us if you have any questions about the
HSA. Hawthorn@hrce.ca

School Advisory Council (SAC)

If you are interested in attending and possibly joining the SAC, you are welcome to attend our
meetings. Also, if you are interested in learning more, please do not hesitate to reach out to
the Chair, Alexis Carter Malloch SAC, by email : hrce-sac-haw@gnspes.ca

Recycling for Hawthorn

We have an account with a local recycling depot, Canadian Recycling located at 365 Portland
Street. If you drop off your recycling you can let them know the funds can be added to the HSA
Hawthorn account as part of a school fundraiser.
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https://heritageday.novascotia.ca/content/2023-honouree-rita-joe
mailto:Hawthorn@hrce.ca
mailto:hrce-sac-haw@gnspes.ca


Winter is Coming: Guidelines for Inclement Weather
Making the decision to alter the regular operations of school and/or school buses due to inclement
weather is never an easy task. To learn more about how the Halifax Regional Centre for Education
(HRCE) makes this call, visit www.hrce.ca/weather.

When is the decision made?
HRCEʼs goal is to make the decision as close to 6 a.m. as possible.

A 6 a.m. announcement could be:
● All schools are delayed in opening by two hours and all bus pickups are delayed by two hours;

or
● All schools are open, but some or all buses are not operating for the day; or
● Some schools (either individually or by family) are closed for the day; or
● All schools are closed for the day.

If the weather deteriorates through the school day, the HRCE can decide to dismiss early. In the event
of an early dismissal, the decision will be communicated as close to 11 a.m. as possible.

An 11 a.m. dismissal means:
● Bused students will be picked up two hours earlier than their regular dismissal time; and
● Walking students will be dismissed at their regularly-scheduled lunch hour.

Please Note: students in Grades Primary to 6 will not be released from school until parents/guardians
or designates have been notified by the school.

How will families be notified?
● Families will receive an email and text message (opt-in is required: text Y to 978338)*
● Check our website at www.hrce.ca
● Follow us on Twitter at @HRCE_NS
● Call the HRCE information line at 902-464-INFO (4636)
● All local radio stations are informed

Click here for a printable PDF of our guidelines.

*If you know someone who is NOT a parent/guardian who would like to receive an email and/or
text message, let them know they can sign up here: www.hrce.ca/notifications
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http://www.hrce.ca/weather
http://www.hrce.ca/
https://twitter.com/HRCE_NS
https://www.hrce.ca/sites/default/files/hrsb/Departments/BoardServices/Communications/inclementweather_landscape_nov_22.pdf
http://www.hrce.ca/notifications


Reminders
● Please, do not send nut or peanut products to school (this includes Nutella products).
● It is helpful to have a complete change of clothes in your childʼs backpack just in case

of mud, puddles, or spills and it  may save you a trip in the middle of your day.
● Please do not bring dogs onto school grounds. If you do bring your dog, please stay on

the sidewalk or the field and not on school property.
● Students are not permitted to use cell phones during the school day. If students bring

cellphones to school, they must stay in their backpacks for the entire school day.

A look at whatʼs happening at Hawthorn!

Breakfast Program Volunteers!

First time logging in to class
chromebooks in ½Brennan/Pope

Partner Reading in Rocks and Rings Curling

Primary Campbell in Phys. Ed. classes
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